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AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and re-
search. 
 
In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks 
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to 
full participation in this organization on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, na-
tional origin, disability, or class. 

State Convention in Fairfax Beckons 
AAUW of Virginia state convention will be held April 23-25 
at the Hyatt Fair Lakes Hotel in Fairfax.  Branch delegates 
will be elected officers Pam Jones, co-president, Lynne 
Victorine, Vice President for Program, and Peggy Shifflett, 
Treasurer.  Alternates are committee chairs Cheri Hughes, 
Public Policy, and Catina Webb, Diversity. 
Branch members are encouraged to attend the convention. 
If you wish to attend convention, the registration form is 
available online at http://www.aauwofva.org/
Registration2010.pdf. The cost of registration this year is 
$125 before April 2, $150 afterward and includes all meals 
beginning with a reception on Friday evening. 
The keynote speaker at the Saturday night banquet will be 
Martha Kanter, Under Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Education.  Prior to that position, Dr. Kanter was for 16 
years president and then chancellor of the Foothill-De Anza 

Community College District in California, one of the largest 
community college districts in the nation. 
 
Saturday’s program will open with a continental breakfast 
and welcome by Fair-
fax County Board of 
Supervisors Chair 
Sharon Bulova, fol-
lowed by a business 
session and work-
shops.  The luncheon 
speaker will be State 
Senator Mary Marga-
ret Whipple, D-31, a 
member of the Arlington Branch of AAUW.   
Saturday morning workshops will focus on AAUW pro-
grams including AAUW Funds (―EF/LAF‖), Emerging Lead-
ers, Lobby Corps and the ―Program in a Box‖ on Title IX.  
Afternoon workshops will cover Leadership and Communi-
cations with consultant and trainer Dr. Elizabeth Tarner; 
Diversity and Equity with Dr. Patricia Taylor, Chief of the 
Office of Intelligence Community Equal Employment Op-
portunity and Diversity; Changing Lives Through Literature 
with Katie Strotman, Programming Coordinator for the Fair-
fax County Public Library, and Creating Our Lives After 50 
with author and lecturer Renee Fisher. Saturday afternoon 
will also include the options of a bus trip to Lorton and a  

(Continued on Page 3) 

( Snow Cancels TeaĄTwice 
As if we didn’t have 
enough of the stuff 
in December, a sec-
ond snow storm of 
the season forced 
the cancellation of 
the ―New Member‖ 
tea that was sched-
uled for January 30 
at Alexander Gish 
House. 
 

Rescheduled for February 6, the arrival  of MORE of 
the same led to a later in the year. 

 Book Sale Notes  
I am currently trying to get us into Tanglewood Mall as 
early as May 1st.  We would then store, sort and work 

directly from the Book Sale 
site.  Keep your fingers 
crossed.  Please continue 
to ask friends, relatives, co-
workers and strangers for 
books.  Please let Clare 
Newman (774-2693) or 
Cheri Hughes (890-5121) 
know if you need us to pick 
them up.  WE NEED 
BOOKS.  Thanks,  

Cheri Hughes  
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Barbara Duerk was quoted on the Roanoke Times 
after the Martin Luther King Jr. Day breakfast at Hotel 
Roanoke: ―"The struggle is not over. It continues in 
our city, our country and our neighborhoods." 
 
At  the Southwest District meeting held in October at 
Wytheville Community College, Jennie Sue Mur-
dock, AAUW of Virginia Bylaws Chair, discussed the 
changes in the AAUW bylaws and Kay Koehler, web-
master for the state, discussed navigating the national 
website and utilizing online resources such as Face-
book and Twitter. 

 News For and About Roanoke Valley Members 

Calendar Changes 
 
The date of the next meeting of 
the Board of Directors has 
been changed to February 20. 
 
The date of the Annual Meeting 
has been changed to April 17.   
 
The deadline for the next newsletter is March 15.. 

In Memoriam  
Cynthia Campbell, who had recently moved to 
Salem and affiliated with our branch, passed 
away in November. 

Directory Changes  

 
Pam Kestner-Chappelearôs telephone number 
is 353-4264. and her email address should be 
changed to 
pamkc@councilofcommunityservices.org. 
 

Charlotte Seth has retired 
after  21 years as the Di-
rector of Religious Educa-
tion at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Roanoke  
She says she is looking 
forward to becoming more 
active in AAUW and doing 
more travelling with  hus-
band Dev. Charlotte is cur-

rently the chair of the Scholarship Committee. 

Sympathy 
The Branch extends its sympathy to Maryette 
McLaren, whose son, Daniel Paul McLaren, passed 
away February 1.  Funeral service was held at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church February 8. 

Above: Co –president HelenRuth Burch and Catina 
Webb, Public Policy Chair, chat before the Novem-
ber meeting at the Jefferson Center. 

 
Left: Anne Edenfield, an 
attorney and a Branch mem-
ber, was one of the panelists 
on the program  exploring 
alternative family structures, 
an AAUW priority, and  the 
law in Virginia. The panel 
focused on recent cases in-
volving custody issues for 
same-sex couples. 

 

Bylaws Being Revised 
 

The Bylaws committee requests your suggestions 
for changes in the Roanoke Valley Branch Bylaws 
and Standing Rules.  Please send these by the end 
of February to Jennie Sue Murdock, in writing and 
please give your rationale. 
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Give New Graduates Free  

AAUW Membership  
 

AAUW members can now give a recent graduate—a 
friend, daughter, granddaughter, or niece—a free one-
year AAUW membership.  That includes ―mid term‖ 
graduations who will be coming up soon.  
 

Only  members can take advantage of this offer. Your 
grad will receive a one-year member-at-large member-
ship. . She can join a branch at any time but will be re-
sponsible for paying branch and state dues.  
 

Complete the online membership application now at 
www.aauw.org. Click on ―Join/Renew‖ then select Give a 
Grad a Gift.  If you have questions or would like help with 
the online form, please contact Pam Kestner-
Chappelear.  

ELECTED BRANCH OFFICERS 2008-2009 
 

HELENRUTH BURCH 
PAMALA JONES 

Co-Presidents 
 

LYNNE VICTORINE 
Vice President for Program 

 

PAM KESTNER-CHAPPLEAR 
Vice President for Membership  

 

PEGGY SHIFFLETT 
Treasurer  

 

NORA SMITH 
 Recording  Secretary   

Presidents ô Message 

 

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! As I sit here with my hot chocolate and my AAUW yearbook looking at the 
bylaws, I turned to the pages with our Program Calendar. There are good programs planned for this 
spring—a Women’s History program, our Annual Meeting where we meet and recognize all of our out-
standing scholarship recipients, a special EF/LAF program where we will recognized our named gift honor-
ees, and last but not least an International program focusing on SAALT—South Asian Americans Leading 
Together and don’t forget the theatre opportunity at Hollins—Violet—the award-winning musical—Sunday, 
April 11 at 2 PM. Check out the information in this newsletter and the short email newsletters and email re-
minders (phone calls for those without email) for dates, times and places. Please get out your calendar and 
put those programs on it so you don’t miss them. Pam Jones and I look forward to seeing you at one or all of 
the up coming events. One of the highlights of AAUW for both Pam and I are the variety of programs that 
center on women’s issues—we both enjoy learning and participating in discussions with women who have a 
wide variety of experiences and interests. Join us at the next AAUW program. 

 

HelenRuth and Pam  

 
tour of the Turning Point site and Lorton Arts Center, a 
visit to the Udvar-Hazy branch of the Air and Space Mu-
seum at Dulles Airport and shopping. 
Sunday will open with a full breakfast buffet, and ―birds of 
a feather‖ meetings for branch leaders and district meet-
ings. 
Several members have already reserved rooms they 

would be interested in sharing. Contact Pam Jones for 

their names if you would like to share a room. The daily 

convention room rate is $81.75, including tax.  The cutoff 

date for reservations is Friday, April 2.  If you wish to re-

serve your own room, go to www.fairlakes.hyatt.com, or 

call 1-800-233-1234. Several people will be taking cars, 

Convention 2010  

(Continued from page 1) 

ñThe Shape the Future Campaign,ò combines with 
Half-Year Dues this time of year and gives our pro-
spective new members a real taste of AAUW. It’s a 
fair deal, and it’s not too late to reach out with an offer 
of $12.25 dues for national and $4.00 dues for state – 
plus branch dues. This offer will end on March 15.  
These dues will cover a new member until the end of 
June.  If you have friends who are interested contact 
Pam Kestner-Chappelear, for details. 
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MORNING BOOK GROUP  

Maryette McLaren, Coordinator 
 
February 10: Cancelled. 
 
March  10, 10:30 AM Luisa Perkins 
will review:  The Long Trek to Solola  
and I am Maia  by Inga Solonevich. 
Montano’s 

 

EVENING BOOK GROUP  

Lotty Hebblethwaite, Coordinator 
 

March 1,  7 PM, home of Vi Fapiano.  Lynne Victorine 
leads discussion on Garlic and Sapphires by Ruth 
Reichl. 

Roanoke Valley View 

Interest Groups  

THEATRE  

Gloria Elliott, Coordinator 
774-3037 or elliottandassocs@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday, April 11, 2:00 p.m.  
 

The Award-Winning Musical 
Book and lyrics by Brian Crowley 

Music by Jeanine Tesori 

Hollins University 
 

$10 general public. No discounts.  Please order your 
tickets ASAP.  These shows 
justifiably sell out! 
 
Call the Theatre Box Office at 
362-6517 or  e-mail boxof-
fice@hollins.edu  
Or order online (beware the 
handling charges!) https://
secure2.sellingticket.com/
design22/clients/list/
index_byUserListAll.aspx?
OrganizationID=104 
 

Adjourn for the nearby Alejandro’s fine and reason-
able Mexican food and discussion afterwards. 
 
Gathering, seating and dining information: Contact 
Gloria Elliott. 

Communication Tips 
 

Email is rapidly becoming our most used means of 
communicating with each other, replacing the tele-
phone for many common message tasks.  It is even 
acceptable to send out death notices (except to im-
mediate family and very close friends)  via a mass 
email.  
 
When sending informational emails, here are a few 
rules to follow for courtesy and clarity: 
 

Never type in ALL CAPS.  This is considered 
SCREAMING. Occasionally for emphasis, it’s all 
right, but underlining or bold face is more effective. 
 

You may know all the cute ―texteze‖ abbreviations, 
but your recipient may not,  When in doubt, spell it 
out,. IYKWIM.* 
 

When sending an email, use the Subject Line to 
indicate what you are writing about: ―Roanoke Valley 
AAUW‖  or  ―New Member Tea‖ for example. Type 
your message in the Body  section.  A salutation 
(―Hi, Kay‖ or the more formal ―Dear…‖) is courteous 
but not necessary unless you are writing to one per-
son and copying others for their information.  
 

If you do not have an automated signature on your 
emails, please be sure you identify yourself in case 
the recipient doesn’t recognize your email address. 
 

If you are sending to a long mailing list, use the 
―BCC‖ option unless there is a reason to let your re-
cipients know who’s getting the message. There is 
always a possibility that someone will hit ―reply to all‖ 
and then send something confidential to a lot of peo-
ple who were not supposed to get it. 
 

When you reply to a message that includes, for ex-
ample, large photos or attachments, be sure you 
delete the attachments from the reply, as this will 
speed up the sending time. 
 

When FORWARDING something that has attach-
ments, make sure the attachments go with the mes-
sage.  And be judicious about hitting that forward 
button. Choose the recipients of the jokes with dis-
cretion.  

ðKay Koehler 
 
*If you know what I meanò 


