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Putting Art in the Center is the topic of our March 

program. Member Lucy Bowen McCauley will describe 

how she in partnership with staff and students at Ken-

more Middle School have developed a school-wide inte-

grated curriculum using the artwork of Alma Thomas. 

Thomas, an art teacher at a District of Columbia middle 

school, was an accomplished artist, whose work was dis-

played in the White House as well as internationally. 

Lucy and Shauna Dyer, Focus Coordinator at Kenmore, 

will present a synopsis of her life and what the students 

are doing based on Thomasõ work in visual art, dance, 

music, language arts, mathematics, and social studies. 

    Following the program, there will be a short busi-

ness meeting including elections of officers and delegates 

to the state convention, Named Gift Awards to the 

AAUW Educational Foundation and, most importantly, 

a discussion and approval of the revised Arlington 

Branch AAUW Bylaws. 

  The meeting begins at 10:00 AM with refreshments 

and networking in the lovely Tiffany Room at the Ar-

lington Arts Center, 3550 Wilson Boulevard. There is 

parking on-site and it is easy walking distance from the 

Virginia Square Metro Station. We hope to see you there! 

 

Spring Membership Tea 

  The Spring Membership Tea will be held Sunday, March 21, 2:00 to 4:00 PM at 

the home of Kristin Stone (3700 King Arthur Road, Annandale, Virginia 22003). An 

overview of Arlington Branch activities and how new members can benefit from join-

ing AAUW is the focus of the program. Individuals who join our branch at the Spring 

Tea will be able to enjoy three additional months of membership for the price of 

twelve. Bring a prospective member and come celebrate AAUW and Spring. For 

more information email ArlingtonAAUW@yahoo.com or call Kristin (703/408-

3388) or Cece (703/241-0789) for more information. 

 

Alma Thomas, Smithsonian 

American Art Museum, Gift 

of Vincent Melzac 1977.121 

mailto:ArlingtonAAUW@yahoo.com


While sitting on my enclosed porch watching the snow 

swirl around I remembered a presentation made by one 

of our members last spring. Debbie Powers, who works in 

the Arlington County Office of Emergency Management 

She gave a presentation on how county residents can be 

prepared for all kinds of emergencies such as the H1N1 

flu, a major concern at that time. I thought about her 

and how busy she must be with the current snow condi-

tions. I want to thank her and all of Arlington County's 

employees who work tirelessly to keep us safe. 

I have been working with Lucy Bowen-McCauley and 

Shauna Dyer from Kenmore Middle School on Marchõs 

Program. I participated in a teacher workshop, Putting 

the Art in the Center, an Interdisciplinary Unit around 

Art. I learned how a single artist can inspire an entire 

schoolõs curriculum, including its staff and students. I 

danced and painted and learned how to analyze art!  On 

April 17, the students along with the Bowen McCauley 

Dance Company will show off their work at an arts festi-

val at Kenmore. More to come later. I hope you will join 

me at the March meeting and hear and meet these inspi-

rational women. 

 

Barbara Olivere   
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Lucy Bowen McCauley 

The Eclipse, 1972 

By Alma Thomas 

mailto:torchbearer76@yahoo.com
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Hereõs hoping that everyone safely braved the Febru-

ary snowstorms and blizzard. Our program on February 

20, Healthcare Reform's Impact on Women was a huge 

success and escaped the worst of the weather. Many 

thanks to Kathy Braeman, Co-Vice President for Pro-

grams, for inviting Judy Waxman, from the National 

Womenõs Law Center, and Joan Sherman, a former 

health insurance broker, to speak. Many injustices still 

exist with gender inequity in the current healthcare sys-

tem. Judy Waxmanõs t-shirt said it best: A Woman is not 

a Pre-Existing Condition.  

  Please mark your calendar to attend our 66th Annual 

Meeting Saturday, March 13, at the Arlington Arts Cen-

ter. Marjorie Hobart, Vivian Kallen, and Michele Milden 

each made a generous contribution to the Center in order 

for the Arlington Branch AAUW to hold its program in 

honor of Womenõs Month as well as its annual meeting at 

this wonderful venue. After the program, we will be vot-

ing on the revised Arlington Branch AAUW Bylaws 

(attached to the February Branch Report) and electing 

officers for the 2010-2011 year. In addition, we will be 

voting for delegates to represent our branch at the 

AAUW of Virginia Convention.   
  We are entitled to eight delegates and eight alternates 

for the AAUW of Virginia Convention. Many members 

have expressed an interest in attending the convention in 

Fairfax. The Honorable Mary Margaret Whipple will be 

the guest speaker at Saturdayõs luncheon. Please contact 

me if you would like to attend the convention as a voting 

delegate. We are looking for a large number of Arlington 

Branch members to be there. You do not have to be a 

delegate to attend.  

  The branch Nominations Committee may contact 

you to serve as an officer. Much time and consideration 

goes into the selection process. Please consider the nomi-

nation as an honor to serve the branch with your exper-

tise. We will be electing the selected officers on May 13. 

Many thanks to the following nominating committee 

members: Kathy Braeman, Denise Decker, Marjorie 

Hobart, Mary Beth Pelosky, and Sue Zajac. 

  Another social event in March will be the  Member-

ship Tea Sunday, March 21 at 2:00 PM at the home of Co

-Vice President for Membership Kristin Stone. This is a 

wonderful event for those new members who were unable 

attend the tea last fall. It is also open to potential mem-

bers who would like to learn more about our branch.  

Congratulations to Lucy Bowen McCauley for becom-

ing a member of AAUW National and AAUW of Vir-

ginia. She has photo entries in the AAUW Arts Contest. 

Please see the entries at http://www. aauw.org/contests/

Gallery.cfm and vote for up to six entries at a time before 

March 11.   

 

   Michele Milden 

Joan Sherman,  Judy Waxman, and 

Kathy Braeman at February 20, 2010 

meeting on Womenõs Health Care Issues.  
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History of Diversity in Arlington through Personal Stories 

Join us to hear the diverse history of Arlington, Vir-

ginia, Tuesday, April 13, from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at the 

Shirlington Branch of the Arlington Public Library. La-

tino, Asian, African-American, and Caucasian residents 

will share stories of their lives in Arlington. 

  Lloyd Wolf, Paula Endo and associates Mimi Xang 

Ho and Dui Tran will show photographs from The Co-

lumbia Pike Documentary Project. Work in Progress will 

show photographs of current residents and scenes of the 

Pike. Todd Endo will present historical materials on 

school enrollments by race and ethnicity from the Census 

Tracts along the Pike. 

  From the Virginia Room of the Quincy Street branch 

of the library, we will have system-wide school enroll-

ment figures plus materials on 19th and 20th century Ar-

lington histories. Some of these materials will be dis-

played as an exhibition in the hall or around the room so 

that participants can view them before the storytelling. 

Copies of some of the historical materials will be avail-

able for those who wish copies. 

  Following the presenters' oral histories of diversity in 

Arlington, there will be an opportunity for members of 

the audience to share their own stories. Time for ques-

tions will follow. We look forward to seeing you and 

hearing your story. Please bring a friend. 

  Sponsored by the Arlington AAUW and the Arling-

ton Public Library. For more information, contact Marty 

Swaim. 

 

Marty Swaim 

AAUW Diversity Chair 

703/525-3475 

mswaim@comcast.net  

 

Leadership Corps Update 

AAUW's Leadership Corps has 44 members spread 

across the U.S. with a wide range of backgrounds. The 

Corps is still in its learning stage. Denise Decker and 

Kathy Braeman are spending time meeting with 

branches and hearing needs and concerns from state 

presidents.  

 In keeping with her long-standing diversity work, De-

nise shared her paper "Communicating With To And 

About People with Disabilities" with Leadership Corps 

members. Her book, Canine Angel, was recently distrib-

uted to state presidents. Denise spoke at the recent DC 

Branch meeting and, until the snow, she and Kathy were 

to attend the February Baltimore Branch meeting, 

which is now scheduled for April. 

  While Denise works for diversity, Kathy is an ex-

plorer always seeking new opportunities. Kathy was 

seeking a keynote speaker for the State of Virginia Con-

vention April 24, 2010, at the Hyatt Fair Lakes, when, 

through a mutual friend, she was able to meet and con-

tact the Under Secretary of Education, Martha Kanter. 

Ms. Kanter is also an AAUW member who received an 

Outstanding Woman of Achievement award from a Cali-

fornia AAUW branch. In California, Martha oversaw a 

large junior college system. As a key government leader 

and a veteran of AAUW, the convention planning com-

mittee agreed to invite her and she agreed to speak at the 

opening dinner. Cutting edge educational changes will be 

the focus of her keynote address. 

 Denise and Kathy will speak at the Virginia State 

Convention about Leadership Corps Natural networkers, 

both Liaisons agree that authentic conversations will be 

the key to finding new pathways to empowerment. De-

nise and Kathy are eager to hear your ideas: 

 

Grassroots Liaisons 

AAUW Leadership Corps 

 

Denise Decker 

202/333/2318 

dmd5103@verizon.net 

 

Kathy Braeman 

202/549-3696 

kmbaauw@gmail.com 

mailto:mswaim@comcast.net
mailto:dmd5103@verizon.net
mailto:kmbaauw@gmail.com


Membership Report 

Meet Carol Erion 
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Carol Erion is a graduate of Oberlin College, and has a 

masters degree from New England Conservatory of Mu-

sic.  She did further study at the University of Toronto; 

the Orff Institut, Mozarteum, Universität Salzburg, 

Österreich, and the University of Virginia. Carol taught 

music at the Montessori School of Northern Virginia, St 

Agnes and St. Stephens, and The Sidwell Friends School, 

before spending twenty years with the Arlington Public 

Schools, teaching music at Drew Model School, Jackson, 

Stratford, and the H.B. Woodlawn Secondary Program, 

before becoming the Arts Education Curriculum Supervi-

sor for the school system. She founded and taught in an 

Orff Schulwerk Teacher Education graduate program at 

George Mason University for 19 years and served as the 

National President of the American Orff Schulwerk Asso-

ciation. Carol also served as president of the Arlington 

Education Association from 1998 through 2000. She grew 

up in Evansville, Indiana  

   I recently received a call from Frances Campbell, a 

life member of our branch. It was great fun to chat with 

her about her AAUW experiences. As membership Vice-

President, I asked Frances to tell me her story about how 

she became a branch member. She said that as a young 

wife and mother she lived in the Arlington Oaks Apart-

ments. It was there that she met another young mother, 

Connie Allard, out for a stroll with her baby. Connie en-

couraged Frances to join our branchõs òrecent college 

graduateó contingent. Recent graduates were those who 

had finished their education within the past 10 years. 

The recent graduate group met the needs of these young 

mothers for adult companionship with other educated 

women interested in lifelong learning. The Arlington 

branch has been a constant in the lives of Frances and 

Connie for over 50 years! 

  What a Deal! New members joining after March 15th 

pay annual dues which run through June 30th, 2011. This 

is 15 ½ months for the price of 12. 

  Recruiting New Members: When is the last time you 

explored the AAUW website? When is the last time you 

invited a friend, family member or colleague to explore 

AAUW membership? Have you suggested that a mem-

ber prospect explore the AAUW website? 

  Spring New Membership Tea is Sunday, March 21, at 

the home of Kristin Stone. Please provide the names, 

phone numbers or email addresses of prospective mem-

bers you think should be invited. We are requesting all 

attendees to RSVP.    

Co-Vice Presidents for Membership 

 

Cece Michelotti 

703/241-0789 
cecemich@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

  

Kristin Stone 

703/408-3388 
torchbearer76@yahoo.com 

Our March meetings will be at 7:00 PM Monday, 

March 15, at the home of Sylvia Daneel (703-527-8879, 

sdaneel@earthwave.net) and at 2:00 PM Tuesday, March 

23, at the home of Marjorie Hobart (703- 527-4647, mar-

jhobart@aol.com). Our book selection is Personal His-

tory, Katherine Graham's autobiography. 

 

 

 

Barbara A. Gallagher 

703/243-1043 

bgallag2@gmail.com  

Letõs Talk About Booksé. 

Katherine Graham 

mailto:cecemich@yahoo.com
mailto:torchbearer76@yahoo.com
mailto:bgallag2@gmail.com


FY 2001 Budget for Arlington Public Schools to be Released 
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On February 23, Superintendent Pat Murphy releases 

his proposed FY 2011 budget for Arlington County 

schools. At 10:30 AM the budget will be released to the 

media, followed by an open forum for the Advisory 

Council and interested citizens at 5:00 PM. The School 

Board meets at 7:30 PM. A budget working session will 

follow the School Board meeting. 

 Budget work sessions are open to the public but com-

ments will not be taken. Public meetings and comment 

sessions are scheduled for March 18, April 8, April 22 and 

April 29. Public comment on the budget as a non-agenda 

item may also be provided at the March 11 and March 25 

School Board meetings. 

  For more information or a copy of the full calendar, 

contact AAUW representative to the Advisory Council 

on Instruction Helena Hutton. 

 

Helena Hutton 

AAUW ACI Delegate 

703/875-3336 

hchutton@verizon.net 

Advisory Council on Instruction: Arts Curriculum Recommendations 

The Citizens' Advisory Committees for Arts Education 

and English Language Arts presented their recommenda-

tions for FY 2012 to the Advisory Council on Instruction 

(ACI) of the Arlington Public Schools on February 17. 

These recommendations are also made directly to the 

Arlington School Board. 

ARTS: 

  I. Hire a Theater Technology Specialist to ensure the 

continued safety of students, staff and the community; 

to oversee the maintenance and repair of performing arts 

facilities and equipment; and to train and guide theater 

tech students and teachers in proper, safe use of equip-

ment. 

II. Improve choral music education opportunities 

countywide, with a specific focus on middle schools in 

order to meet Strategic Plan achievement targets for arts 

and humanities that are not now being met and to close 

the growing achievement gap on this measure. 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS: 

  I. Continue to sponsor teachers to participate in the 

Northern Virginia Writing Project's Summer Institute 

and use their expertise for curriculum and professional 

development. 

  II. Collaborate with Minority Achievement to expand 

the number of Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) prepara-

tion courses.  

  Dr. Mark Johnston announced a) Chinese and Arabic 

would be offered during the day in Middle and High 

Schools in fall 2010 and b) students from Foreign Lan-

guage in Elementary Schools (FLES) could enroll in a 

semester of Spanish 6 paired with a semester of Reading 

in school year 2010-11. 

 

Kathryn Scruggs 

AAUW ACI Alternate  

kmscruggs@verizon.net 

703/536-9148. 

Lunch Bunch 

The March 18, 2010, meeting of the Lunch Bunch is 

still in the planning stages. We are hoping to have two 

young women tell of their experiences in education and 

jobs.  The lunch begins promptly at 12:35 PM and ends 

at 1:20 PM. Branch members provide lunch. If you are 

interested in joining us for this or for any Lunch Bunch 

meeting on the third Thursday of the month at the Ar-

lington Campus of NOVA, please contact me for further 

information.  

 

Barbara Olivere 

703/820-0067 
blolivere@aol.com 

mailto:blolivere@aol.com

