
 

 

 

 

 

 

May Branch Birthday Brunch 

And Election of New Officers  

 
Saturday, May 15, 2010, 

Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 fort Hunt Road, 

Alexandria, VA, 703.329.1448. 
 

 Join your AAUW friends for an informative and stimulating meeting on Human Trafficking.  This is the last 

meeting until September, 2010.  We are planning to have a light brunch (salad/fruit plate, breads/muffins, crepes 

[vegetable and chicken], coffee, teas and juices, and a key lime tart for dessert).  Our meeting will be held in the 

Ballroom. 

 The cost is $30 and includes valet parking.  The latter is significant because the golfers will be out in full 

force on Saturday morning, so valet parking will de-stress you!  Please forward your check for $30 to R.G. Rutsohn, 

5300 Columbia Pike, #608, Arlington, VA 22204. Make your check payable to AAUW Alexandria Branch.  I will 

need your check by Thursday, May 13, 2010.    

 Our speaker for the May 15 meeting is Linda K. Daniels, Program Manager, Law Enforcement Policy and 

Support Division Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness and the Deputy under Secretary of 

Defense for Program Integration.  Ms. Daniels retired from the Army in November 2006 and immediately started her 

civilian career as an Intergovernmental Affairs Officer within the Defense Human Resources Activity, Law 

Enforcement Policy Support. She is also the Program Manager for implementing the Department of Defense’s 

program to combat Trafficking in Persons (TIP).  

 Ms. Daniels is currently developing training modules based on realistic, military-related TIP scenarios.  She 

is working with the Joint Staff and all the military services on tracking TIP awareness training as well as creating an 

understanding of TIP related policy and programs.  She is also working with the Defense Agencies on including TIP 

in DoD post conflict, humanitarian aid, peacekeeping, and stability operations. Additionally, Linda is partnering with 

the Defense Contract Management Agency to put measures in place for contractor compliance with TIP. 
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A Special Treat! 

 

 

At 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 15, prior to the meeting, Ruth Bennett and Rita 

Rutsohn are hosting a baby shower for member Jennifer 

Sullivan and baby, Aaron Alexander Vieceli.  Aaron is 7.5 

months old now, and it will be great to see our littlest AAUW 

branch member.  If you would like to participate in this post-birth 

shower, please contact Ruth Bennett via e-mail at rmbenet@aol.com or Rita 

Rutsohn at 703-379-9664.  We will be serving coffee and teas and breads and 

muffins.  

                                                                          

 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************** 

President’s Letter 

    

Boy is it great to be back from the volcanic ash country and looking ahead to a great Annual Meeting. 

Plan to join us for the Annual Meeting May 15 at the Belle Haven Country Club. Rita has done a wonderful 

job again with the arrangements and we have a fabulous speaker. We also have an exciting Annual Meeting 

planned and lots of people to recognize. Don’t miss the fun and celebration.  

Please complete the Member Activity and Interest Survey found later in the newsletter. The Board is working 

to get a better idea of what programs and interest groups members are participating in and your input and 

suggestions are important to us. Copy it to a new document or an email and respond electronically. Print it 

out, fold it, and mail it back to me at 8230 Clifton Farm Court, Alexandria, VA 22306. Or print it out and 

bring it to the Annual Meeting. Whatever works for you but please respond to help us in our planning. 

State Convention hosted by Northern Virginia in Fairfax was phenomenal! Speakers included Fairfax County 

Board Chair Sharon Bulova, Virginia Senator Mary Margaret Whipple, Under-Secretary U.S. Department of 

Education Martha Kanter, PhD, as well as excellent workshop presenters. Our Hospitality Room chaired by 

Jan and Margaret in collaboration with the Mount Vernon Branch was highly successful and well attended. 

The food and refreshments as well as friendly atmosphere was inviting to many convention participants. 

Watch for more information on some of the new, exciting programs now available to us through the team of 

Jill Birdwhistell (yes, that’s her name), AAUW Chief of Strategic Advancement. It’s pretty exciting.  

At the Annual Meeting you’ll hear more about next year’s LTA play selected for our annual Education Fund 

fundraiser. The lottery is May 1 so we will know soon the play and the date of the event. 

If you know of someone who should be recognized at the Annual Meeting for going above and beyond, 

please let me know.  

See you on May 15 at the Annual Meeting!              -- Peggy 

mailto:rmbenet@aol.com
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Upcoming Programs – Mark your Calendar! 

  

May 15  Belle Haven Country Club, Business Meeting/Elections, Speaker: Linda Daniels, Program Manager, 

  DoD, Law Enforcement Policy and Support: Topic: Human Trafficking 

 

************************************************************************************ 

 
Please contact Rita Rutsohn 703-379-9664(evening) if you would like to help with programs or have 

any questions. 

 

 

To read about the recent State AAUW Convention visit www.aauwofva.org and 
click on the New Horizons box.  

Nominating Committee Report 

 

 The Nominating committee has been working to fill two very important 
positions on the Board.  If you have some time, please step forward to fill our 
remaining position, Secretary.  This position combines the Recording and 
Corresponding Secretary positions.  If you can attend 4 Board meetings a year 
or can arrange to send a proxy, we need you now!  You will have first 
opportunity to hear what’s happening and to influence what the Board and 
Membership will do in the future.   

    Karol Knight has volunteered to be our Vice President for Membership.  
Come meet Karol at the May Branch Brunch meeting on May 15 at the Belle 
Haven Country Club.    

 If you are new to our Branch, please consider accepting the remaining 
position.  If you have been a member for awhile but have not had a position 
in the past, consider becoming our Branch Secretary.  We need you!   

 The Nominating Committee, Jan Jaynes, Rance Willis and Mary Ann 
Bier, are continuing to contact members to help fill the board positions.  
Please help us make this a worthwhile organization.  

 

http://www.aauwofva.org/
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Member Activity and Interest Survey 

2009-2010 

As the Board reviews its programs, we are trying to get a picture of events members are participating in. 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and return as soon as you can. Return it electronically, 

bring it to the Annual Meeting, or print it out and mail it to Peggy Gross, President. 

Name:                                                                          Member Since: 

                                                                                    Other Branch Memberships: 

  

Indicate events you attended this past year: 

Programs                                                                   Attended                     

September Kickoff Meeting/LTA History                   ________                     

October District Meeting                                              _________ 

November: Gourley on Women’s Images & Issues      _________ 

December Holiday Luncheon                                      _________ 

January – Little Theatre of Alexandria                       _________ 

February – cancelled due to snow storm 

March – Suffragist Mrs. Robert Walker                       _________ 

April – Freedom House Museum Tour                       _________ 

May – Annual Meeting                                                 _________ 

 

Special Projects            Participate  

Audit Committee                                                        ________ 

Bylaw Committee                                                       ________ 

Nominating Committee                                              ________ 

Public Policy                                                               ________ 

Scholarships                                                                ________ 

Christ House                           Donation of food/$      ________        Dinner server __________       

State Convention Hospitality Room Volunteer          ________ 

Other:  Identify ______________________________________________________________ 

  

Interest Groups                               Participate            Would like to Participate 

Cable TV Production                                      _________                  ______________________ 

Cultural                                                           _________                  ______________________ 

Francophile Group                                          _________                  ______________________ 

Mystery Book Club                                        _________                  ______________________ 

Gourmet Out                                                   _________                  ______________________ 

Gourmet Too                                                   _________                  ______________________ 

Travel                                                              _________                  ______________________ 

  

Please add any comments, suggestions, recommendations you would like to share.   
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ALEXANDRIA BRANCH AAUW 

 

Complete this renewal form and mail it along with a check payable to 

Alexandria Branch AAUW and mail to:  

Cathlene Williams, 3434 Glen Carlyn Dr, Falls Church, VA 22041 

 

MAL $21 ____ Renewing/New Member $70   ____ Life Member $21    ____ Student   $17   

 

Breakdown of the Member dues is    Branch Interest Group 

Association $49.00   ___ Francophile Study  ___ Educational Foundation 

State  $  8.00   ___ Gourmet Out   ___ Christ House Suppers 

Branch  $13.00     ___ Cultural Activity Lead ___ Cable TV Group 

Total  $70.00   ___ Mystery Book Group ___ Legal Advocacy Fund 

     ___ Gourmet, Too!    ___ AAUW Public Policy 

Student Affiliate $17.00   ___ Travel Group  ___ Newsletter or Web Page 

Directory Information  

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone: (home) _______________ (work) ____________ 

 

Address: _________________________________     City: ________________ Zip:_________ 

 

E-mail address: _______________________________________ 

 

College/University:  ___________________________________   Degree/Field of Study: _______________________________________  

Branch membership is open to those with an associate or bachelor's degree or higher from a regionally accredited institution. In 

principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this 

organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability. 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************** 

PORTION of MEMBERSHIP DUES IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

A portion of your membership dues - $46.00 – is tax deductible.  This applies only to the Association dues but not to 

State and Branch dues. However, this is a great incentive for all members to renew for the upcoming year, 2010-2011.     
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Joann Miller Wins Alexandria Commission on Women Award 

 

Longtime member of the Alexandria Branch, Joann Miller, was recognized at the annual Alexandria Commission for 

Women, Salute to Women Awards ceremony.  Specifically, Joann received the Marian Van Landingham Legislation 

and Public Policy Award for her many years of service to the City.  

Patti Schmid submitted Joann’s name for award consideration with the following words:  

Joann was President of the Alexandria Branch of AAUW. 

She served three terms on the Alexandria Commission on Aging and chaired the Human Resources Subcommittee. 

She was Chair of the Metropolitan Council of Governments’ Human Resource Advisory Committee. 

She was Vice Chair of the Alexandria Commission for Women and served as a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on 

the Status of Women. 

She was member, officer and Chair of the Alexandria Democratic Committee. 

She was also a member of the 8
th
 District and State Central Democratic Committees. 

Joann also served on the National Capital Area United Way Budget and Allocation Committee. 

She was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Northern Virginia Fine Arts Association. 

She served as counselor at the Alexandria Shelter for Battered Women. 

Joann also was a counselor for 7 years with Family Services ALIVE in which capacity she 

assisted women and children in getting housing, medical care and food stamps.  

She helped girls in Alexandria develop life goals through the 4-H Program. 

She was appointed by City Council to the Mental Health Board (Chapter 10) and served as 

Chairperson of the Substance Abuse Committee. 

She was a docent for children’s tours at the National Gallery of Art (through the American 

Association of University Women).  

Joann was also a consultant to the U.S. Department of Education on civil rights, 

specializing in the evaluation of race and sex discrimination grants to public schools.  

To read more about the Commission for Women and the awards ceremony go 

http://alexandriava.gov/women/info/default.aspx?id=8766. 

 

And to add to this amazing list of accomplishments, Joann recently also received the Annie B. Rose Lifetime 

Achievement Award from the Alexandria Commission on Aging.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

http://alexandriava.gov/women/info/default.aspx?id=8766
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Interest and Study Groups 

Some of the following Interest Groups have provided a schedule for May through September for 
your planning convenience.  Please remember to call the host for each meeting/event to ensure that 
she can plan for the appropriate number of guests.  

 
Francophile Group  

Saturday, May 22 (2 p.m.) at Panera Bread, 6700 Richmond Hwy Alexandria we will discuss The Sweet Life in Paris 

by David Lebovitz. 

 

June Meeting:  Date, Time & Topic TBA 

 

Wednesday, July 14, 7 p.m.:  Bastille Day dinner, Chez André Restaurant, 10 East Glebe Road, Alexandria 

 

Saturday, August 21, 12 p.m. Brunch at Bistro d'Oc, 518 10th Street, NW, Washington, DC (directly across from 

Ford's Theatre).  The Metro Center station is the most convenient.  

 

Please call Susan Cash, 703/780-3902 for more information and to RSVP. 

 

Gourmet Out Group 

Thursday, May 20, 7 p.m.:  Vaso's Kitchen, 1225 Powhatan Street, Alexandria 

 

Thursday, June 25, 7 p.m.:  Los Tios, 2615 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Alexandria 

 

For July and August, please see Francophile listing.  Due to the restaurant's small size and popularity, early 

reservations are strongly encouraged for Vaso's Kitchen.  For info and to RSVP, please call Susan Cash at 703/780-

3902. 

 

 

Mystery Book Discussion Group 

I hope as you make your summer plans you will be able to fit a mystery into your summer reading schedule and join 

our discussion group.  All meetings will take place the 4
th
 Tuesday of the month; meeting start time will be 7 PM.  

Please be sure to let our hostess know if you plan to attend the meeting.  For questions or changes, contact Susan 

Werner @ (703) 764-1773. 

The 2010 summer schedule: 

25 May –In the Shadow of Gotham by Stefanie Pintoff. Hostess:  Danielle Beach – 117 Cameron Station Blvd, Alex, 

22304, (202) 494-9776 

22 June – Wife of the Gods by Kwei Quartey.  Hostess:  Mary Ann Bier – 413 E. Custis Ave, Alex, (703) 548-1349 

27 July – Love Kills by Edna Buchanan.  Hostess:  Judy Titterton – 6223 Park Terrace, Alex 22310, (703) 921-5207 

24 August – Rule Against Murder by Louise Penney.  Hostess:  Susan Werner – 10637 Lakeside Oak Court, Burke, 

22015, (703) 764-1773 

28 September – Sweetness and the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley.  Hostess:  Catherine Sinclair – 113 Cameron 

Station Blvd, Alex. 22304, (703) 567-7368 

Have a great summer.  Hope to see all the mystery lovers. 
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** New Group Forming ** – Travel Group 

The newly formed travel committee will be meeting on Monday, May 3 from 7 -9 at the home of 

Sally Coler, 6401 Hayfield Place, Alexandria, VA,  22310, in the Rose Hill section of 

Alexandria.  Please email:sallycoler@hotmail.com, or call her at 202-270-9524, if you plan 

to attend.  Please bring trip ideas with you. 

On the Go with AAUW Public Access Cable TV Show 

Here are the dates for January to June that On the Go will be taping and the topic for each evening: 

   5/26 – TBD 

     6/16 - TBD 

 Come watch a show being taped. Find out how interesting and fun it is to participate. Call Ruth Bennett  (703)-

765-4536 or Mary Hartzler (703)-548-2959 for information. 

 

CULTURAL INFORMATION 

 
Check out summer events on Alexandria’s Web site 

http://visitalexandriava.com/calendar-of-events/index.cfm?showmonth=1&cdate=05-01-2010 

A few that caught my eye: 

Wonders of Science 

Build your nest this Mother's Day 

Mount Vernon’s Spring Wine Festival & Sunset Tour 

Morrison House Presents: From the Torpedo Factory to the 3rd Dimension 

 

Or try the Arts Club of Washington for some unique events: 

http://www.artsclubofwashington.com/csite/index.html 

There are noon concerts and look at the Arts Club Newsletter for their Gallery of events. 

There is so much to do in this area.  Try something new this summer! 

 

Freedom House Museum Visit 

On Saturday, April 17, five members of the branch visited the Freedom House Museum, 1315 Duke Street, Alexandria, 

VA (between S. West and S. Payne Streets).  The museum is a little gem of important historical significance created in 

memory of the thousands of men, women and children who passed through the building on a harrowing journey of 

bondage and hard labor. For more information about the museum, go to www.freedomhousemuseum.org. The 

telephone number is 703.836.2858.  The museum is operated and managed by the Northern Virginia Urban League.      

 Thank You from the Fairfax Library 

Dear Rita, 

Just a quick note to let you know that I received the set of books by Catherine Gourley today, labeled, covered, 

autographed, and with the book plate honoring the memory of Vera Willis.  This is a lovely set and I know the 

kids will love it. 

 

Please thank Ms Gourley and the Alexandria Branch of the AAUW for this wonderful gift to Sherwood Library. 

Denise Morgan, Librarian, Fairfax County 

http://visitalexandriava.com/calendar-of-events/index.cfm?showmonth=1&cdate=05-01-2010
http://www.artsclubofwashington.com/csite/index.html
http://www.freedomhousemuseum.org/
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 Your 2009–2010 Board Members 

  

Officers 

President ................................................................................. Peggy Gross, 703-778-5848, peggygross911@hotmail.com 

Vice President – Programs  ................................................................ Rita Rutsohn, 703-379-9664, rita.rutsohn@whs.mil 

Vice President – Membership ................................................................. Ruth Bennett, 703-765-4536, rmbenet@aol.com  

Recording Secretary ........................................................................... Marty Ditmeyer, (703)768-6987, maard@mac.com  

Corresponding Secretary .......................................................... Lallie Leighton, (703) 354-8745, lapadaw04@verizon.net  

Treasurer ............................................................................ Cathlene Williams, 703-820-6066, cathlenewilliams@cox.net 

Past President .................................................................................. Patti Schmid, 703703-317-3235, perripat06@cox.net  

 

Committees Chairs 

Bylaws/Policy ........................................................................ Peggy Gross, 703-778-5848, peggygross911@hotmail.com  

 ......................................................................................................... Patti Schmid, 703703-317-3235, perripat06@cox.net  

 ................................................................................................. Margaret Zebrowski, 703-765-3076, mmzebrow@aol.com 

Christ House Project  .............................................................. Margaret Zebrowski, 703-765-3076, mmzebrow@aol.com 

 .......................................................................................................................Jan Jaynes, 703-765-3203, janjjoek@cox.net  

Directory ..................................................................................... Mary Ann Bier, (703)548-1349, marybier@comcast.net 

Educational Equity/Scholarship .............................................................. June Hajjar, 703-683-1198, junehajjar@aol.com  

Educational Foundation ............................................................... Sylvia Linke, 703-461-6822, sylvia.linke@us.army.mil  

Newsletter Editor ........................................................................ Mary Ann Bier, (703)548-1349, marybier@comcast.net 

Public Policy/LAF Liaison ............................................................ Rance Willis, (703) 836-4294, wilverand@verizon.net 

Web Page  ......................................................................................... Judy Titterton, 703-921-5207, cheudytwo@aol.com 

  

Short-term Appointments 

Audit............................................................................................ Mary Ann Bier, (703)548-1349, marybier@comcast.net  

 ....................................................................................................................... Jan Jaynes, 703-765-3203, janjjoek@cox.net 

  
Special Interest Groups 

Cable TV Project, AAUW on the Go ....................................................... Ruth Bennett, 703-765-4536, rmbenet@aol.com 

 ................................................................................................................. Mary Hartzler,703-548-2959,mary@hartzler.net  

Cultural  ................................................................................... Susan Werner, 703-764-1773, susan.werner1@verizon.net 

 ................................................................................................................. June Hajjar, 703-683-1198, junehajjar@aol.com 

Francophile Group ..................................................................................... Susan Cash, 703-780-3902, gloryinu@boo.net  

Gourmet Out .............................................................................................. Susan Cash, 703-780-3902, gloryinu@boo.net  

Mystery Book Group .............................................................. Susan Werner, 703-764-1773, susan.werner1@verizon.net 

Travel Group – ** NEW ** ............................................................. Sally Coler, 202-270-9524, sallycoler@hotmail.com 

The LAST issue of the Schooner for 2009-2010 will be 

published on or about May 20.  Please have articles to the 

editor, Mary Ann Bier, marybier@comcast.net, by May 18.   

mailto:gloryinu@boo.net
mailto:gloryinu@boo.net
mailto:marybier@comcast.net
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May 3 New Travel Group 7:00 PM Sally Coler 

May 15 
Belle Haven Brunch, Program, Elections, and 

Baby Shower 

9:00/10:00 

AM 
Rita Rutsohn 

May 20 Gourmet Out – Vaso’s Kitchen 7:00 PM Susan Cash 

May 22 Francophile Group – Panera Bread 2:00 PM Susan Cash 

May 25 Mystery Group 7:00 PM  Susan Werner 

May 26 On The Go filming  Ruth Bennett 

 

The AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to advance education, research and self-development for women, and to foster equity and  

positive societal change. AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. In 
principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexandria Branch, AAUW 
c/o Mary Ann Bier 

413 E. Custis Ave 

Alexandria, VA 22301 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Association of University Women 

promotes equity for all woman and girls, lifelong 

education, and positive societal change. 

 

AAUW homepage: 

http://www.aauw.org 

VA AAUW homepage: 

http://www.aauwofva.org 

Alexandria Branch homepage: 

http://www.aauwofva.org/branches/alexandria.htm 

 

Alexandria Branch e-mail address: 

alexaauw1@aol.com 

 

 


